100                          A BUDGET OF PARADOXES.
to the circumference as 113 to 355. The error it at the rate of about a foot in 2,000 miles. Peter Metius, having his attention called to the subject by the false quadrature of Duchesne, found that the ratio lay between 38%o6 and 37%20-He then took the liberty of taking the mean of both numerators and denominators, giving 35%ia. He had no right to presume that this mean was better than either of the extremes; nor does it appear positively that he did so. He published nothing; but his son Adrian,3 when Van Ceulen's work showed how near his father's result came to the truth, first made it known in the work above. (See Eng. Cyclop., art. "Quadrature.")
ON INHABITABLE PLANETS.
A discourse concerning a new world and another planet, in two
books.   London, 1640, Svo.1 Cosmotheoros: or conjectures concerning the planetary worlds
and their inhabitants.   Written in Latin, by Christianas Huy-
ghens.   This translation was first published in 1698.   Glasgow
*757> Svo.    [The original is also of 1698.]2
The first work is by Bishop Wilkins, being the third edition, [first in 1638] of the first book, "That the Moon may be a Planet"; and the first edition of the second work,
that the initials P. M. stood for Petrus Metius, when in reality they stood for piae memoriae \ The ratio S55/n3 was known in China hundreds of years before his time. See note 3, page 52.
'Adrian Metius (1571-1635) was professor of medicine at the University of Franeker. His work was, however, in the domain of astronomy, and in this domain he published several treatises.
1 The first edition was entitled: The Discovery of a World in the Moone. Or, a Discourse Tending to prove that 'tis probable there may be another habitable World in that Planet. 1638, Svo. The fourth edition appeared in 1684. John Wilkins (1614-1672) was Warden of Wadham College, Oxford; master of Trinity, Cambridge; and, later, Bishop of Chester. He was influential in founding the Royal Society.
2The first edition was entitled: C. Hugenii Ko0/to0ewpos, swe de Terris coelestibus, earumque ornatu, conjecturae, The Hague, 1698, 4to. There were several editions. It was also translated into French (1718), and there was another English edition (1722). Huyghens (1629-1695) was one of the best mathematical physicists of his time.